
TOWN COUNCIL
PRE-MEETING WATER/SEWER RATE STRUCTURE WORKSHOP
MARCH 8, 2016
LUTHERAN PARISH HALL, SUNBURST MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Holly Hovland, Shane Berthelote,
Tim Tharp, Mike Tobin (via Skype), Linda Burley, Phil Iverson, John MacDonald, Kristi Aklestad, Rob Cook, Bill Boltz, Maggie Nutter, Kelly Mothershead, Rick Schock, Jim & Charlotte Whiteford, Florence Johnson, Roxanna & Stephen Moore and Ernie Taft.

Dan Kramer, Montana Rural Water Systems, led the workshop to determine appropriate water and sewer rates for the Town of Sunburst.  Several factors were added in, including Operations & Maintenance, Future Improvements and Cash Reserves.  The audience was shown how these factors affect our rates.

TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 8, 2016
LUTHERAN PARISH HALL, SUNBURST, MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Holly Hovland, Shane Berthelote, Tim Tharp, and employees Linda Burley and Phil Iverson.

Also in attendance: Mike Tobin via Skype/Phone, John MacDonald

ABSENT:  none

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm.

MINUTES:  Mike moved the minutes be approved as modified.  Holly seconded and the minutes were approved 4-0.

PUBLIC  COMMENTS:

John MacDonald  reported that Chevron is still waiting for the feasibility study and risk assessment to be commented on by the DEQ.  Pat’s plan for the Swayze line area has been approved, but Chevron has requested a change in the plan.  They would like to use hand tools instead of machinery.  It is very shallow and shovels will work the best, so they are awaiting approval of the change in the work plan.

Pat will be in the area, with his crew, next week.  The BLM will no longer be considering using Chevron property for a staging area for remediation of the alkali problem in the dry lakebed east of Sunburst.  They have found a private property owner who has offered his land as the staging area and it is more appropriate.

John was asked about how the community garden plans were coming.  He told the council that Erin Buckley is in the process of forming a non-profit.  This needs to be done before Chevron can take further action.  It will likely not happen this planting season.  

The topic of planting trees on the west side of 6th Avenue, on Chevron property, was discussed.  Chevron is in agreement with the plan to plant the trees.  The watering of the trees would be the biggest concern, with water available at the former Kerfoot property, but it must be decided how the watering will be done.  Shane recommend we contact Dan Picard, the Pondera County Extension Agent, for trees.  Mike suggested that perhaps the Lion’s Club might be able to help with the project.  It was also brought up that it might be possible to transplant some of the trees that are currently growing on the former Kerfoot and Kerns properties to the location.

OLD BUSINESS:

Creation of a school district-wide swimming pool district:  Mayor Iverson, along with Bill Hunt and Linda, met with the County Commissioners to discuss the possibility of taxing the school district residents for the support of the swimming pool.  The pool benefits the entire district and not just the Town of Sunburst.  The Commissioners do not want to take over ownership of the pool but would be open to creating a pool district that encompasses the school district, if the ownership of the pool can remain with the Town.  The creation of the district would require an election and would be governed by a board.  The Commissioners contacted their attorney with the question as to whether or not the district could be created with ownership not changing hands.  The Commissioners will contact us when they hear back from their attorney, Mr. Raph.

Resolution #520 – A resolution allowing the pool building to be used as an exercise center and authorizing the Mayor to seek grant monies to acquire exercise equipment and related accessories: Mike moved to pass Resolution #520 and Tim seconded the motion.  After discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

2016 All Class Reunion: Randy Fauque has agreed to spray for dandelions for the Town before the reunion.  Linda was asked to contact MREC about the plug-ins on the poles to see if we will be able to use them for additional lighting.  She was also asked to inquire into the breaker  that is required to get power to the sign by the store.  Ursula Beck has volunteered the use of the bathrooms at the antique store during the reunion.  She is also willing to have other activities there, if needed, but she requested that we turn the water on and allow the use of the water during the reunion for no charge, since she was volunteering the building at no cost.  Council agreed to providing the water service for no charge.   

NEW BUSINESS:

Audit:  Gary reported that the 2015 audit was completed last week.  Mike attended the exit interview and reported that the auditor was impressed with the recent improvements to our reporting and was optimistic about the 2 year recovery plan.  He is still concerned about water rates being lower than needed but was pleased that we cleared up some recurring findings and are now working on a capital assets listing.

Appointment to Toole County Conservation District:  Mike moved we reappoint Willie Wilson as Urban Supervisor to the TCCD for another term.  Holly seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.

Resolution #519 – Authorizing participation in STIP:  Linda  told the council that this is the first time a resolution has been required to participate in the Short Term Investment Pool and that it names Linda as the person to deposit and withdraw funds.  Shane moved to accept Resolution #519 and Mike seconded it.  Passed 4-0.

Water & Technologies Current Project:  Gary had a meeting with Dave Erickson of W.E.T.  They will be going down the south side of where they dug the big hole, along 5th St. S., and installing some wells.  They will then inject air into the wells and the air will be collected in a trench, then circulated into the building and removing the vapors.  This will all be done on property owned by the Sunburst Reclamation Group.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mayor’s Academy:  Gary attended Mayor’s Academy in Bozeman.  One of the sessions featured Liz Roos from West Yellowstone.  The City of West Yellowstone provides the council and mayor with iPads for council use.  The agendas and council packets are emailed to council the week before the meeting and each council member has his city email on the iPad and uses only the iPad to email city business.  This is something that Gary would like to see the council consider for themselves and possibly for Linda and Phil.  The iPads would be passed on to new council as they become elected and serve.  This helps council keep their official emails off their personal computers and allows all the documents to be available before the meetings.  Shane suggested we get one iPad and look it over at the next meeting and if interested, we can order more at that time.  

COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:

Shane asked if the Nine Mile Road was going to be resurfaced this year and if we were going to be getting some millings if it is scheduled for this summer.  Phil was asked to contact Rod Sterling and ask when the road will be paved and ask for some millings.

Shane reported that Northern Telephone will be getting a low bandwidth service for our water wells and sewer lift station.  It will be a private connection from point A to point B, with no internet capability, and will be less expensive.

Shane inquired into the leak in the street in front of Willy Wilson’s home. Phil reported that they will be fixing the leak for now and possibly putting in two new curb stops in the boulevards at a later date.

Discussion was held about how many properties in Sunburst have water services but are not being charged monthly charges.  Linda will compose a list of these properties, as well as ask other towns how they charge for infrastructure maintenance.
VENDOR REPORTS: Claims list and payroll were reviewed.  Mike moved to approve the vendor list and Holly seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. Approved were Claims 2411-2427, 2429-2432, 2435-2439, 2454-2455; Warrants 10048-10074 and electronic warrants –99610 through -99611. 

Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Iverson.

The next regular meeting will be held on April 12, 2016 at 7:00 pm.		

 						                          _______________________________________________Gary Iverson, Mayor

Attest:
___________________________________________
Linda Burley, Clerk


