
TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 9, 2016
CITY HALL, SUNBURST MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Holly Hovland, Mike Tobin and Tim Tharp, and employees Linda Burley and Phil Iverson.

Also in attendance: John MacDonald

ABSENT:  Shane Berthelote

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

MINUTES:  Mike moved the minutes be approved as modified.  Holly seconded and the minutes were approved 3-0.

PUBLIC  COMMENTS:

John MacDonald  told that Council that Pat Henricks is taking some vacation time so he is not in the area at this time.  Some of his crew, however, is here monitoring.  Product was found on the former Simmes property and has been tested with results being turned in to the DEQ.  Chevron did a second round of water testing after the Swayze repairs.  There was a very minute trace of contaminants found in Nancy Linnell’s water.  It was retested, along with her neighbor’s water.  The trace amounts were shown to NOT be related to the Chevron contamination issue.

Last month Shane asked about the possibility of planting trees to provide a wind break on the west side of 6th Avenue.  While it is a real possibility, the main concern is how to get water to the trees.  Mark Stella stated that they might be able to run water from the former Kerfoot property, at the very south end of 6th Avenue.  The trees would be downhill from this property so no pump should be required.  Chevron is in favor of the windbreak.  John will continue to work on the details.

OLD BUSINESS:

William Hunt-Creation of a school district-wide swimming pool district:  We need to find funding for the pool outside of the current general fund.  The easiest way would be to have it funded by taxes designated for the pool.  A pool maintenance district, which would include all of our school district, could be set up.  It could be set up as a Rural Improvement District. The County would need to take over the ownership of the pool.  It can be done by either holding an election, or by the commissioners having a public hearing.  The Council believed that the best way would be through an election.  The first step would be to get the County Commissioners on board.  Council also wants to keep the operations of the pool within the Town and would like to have the option to take over ownership from the county before the county shut down its operations.  The Council feels that we need to insure that we can keep the operations and not allow for the pool to be closed by the county in the future should this district creation take place.   Linda will set up a meeting with the Commissions that will include Gary and Mr. Hunt.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Dan Kimmet-Reunion Committee Requests:  Dan Kimmet, on behalf of the 2016 All Class Reunion Committee, requested that the following streets be closed during the Reunion Activities: First Street North, between Railroad Avenue and Second Avenue; and First Avenue between Second Street North and Main Street.  The streets will be closed during the activities, likely between 8:00 am and 2:00 am, as needed.  They requested that open container be allowed at this time also.  Mike moved to close the section of streets and allow the open container.  Holly seconded and it was carried 3 to 0.  It was also discussed that the Town could spray for mosquitoes along the path that would be the Fun Run.  A clean up will be done before the reunion and the town crew will participate as much as possible.  Linda will contact Randy Fauque to see if he will be able to spray for weeds before the reunion and if not, she will make calls to others in order to assure we can get it done.  Mr. Kimmet also mentioned that the committee would like additional lighting in the area while the night events were going on.  Gary suggested they check into plugging into the existing street light poles, where we plug in the Christmas lights.  

Rate Structure Meeting:  Dan Kramer, of the Montana Rural Water Systems, will be here for the March meeting to do a rate structure presentation for the council and the public.  Mr. Kramer reports that he has done this in several communities and it has resulted in residents taking ownership in their water & wastewater systems and getting a better understanding of where their money goes when they pay their water bills.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 and will last until all the questions have been answered.  Linda reported that she will advertise this meeting in an effort to get the public involved.  We will hold the meeting at the Lutheran Parish Hall if it is available. 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA:

Council discussed the possibility of having exercise equipment in the main room at the pool.  In this way adults could work out while their children swim.  It would be included in the cost to swim.  The idea was brought up by Don and Stacy Koon.  They suggested applying for a grant from the Sunburst Community Foundation, as well as accepting donations.  The Council agreed to the idea of a workout room.  Tim moved that we start working on a grant application for this purpose.  Mike seconded and it passed 3-0.

Shane emailed a letter in his absence.  Council was given the email. He asked that the council discuss the clean up, mowing, street repairs and watering before the reunion.  The topics had previously been discussed during the reunion request on the agenda.  

VENDOR REPORTS: Claims list and payroll were reviewed.  Mike moved to approve the vendor list and Holly seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. Approved were Claims 2383-2388, 2390-2391, 2393-2396, 2399-2403, 2405-2407, and 2309-2310; Warrants 10030-10047 and electronic warrants -99617 though -99614. 

Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Iverson.

The next regular meeting will be held on March 8, 2016 at 6:00 pm.		

 						                          _______________________________________________Gary Iverson, Mayor

Attest:
___________________________________________
Linda Burley, Clerk


