TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 12, 2015
CITY HALL, SUNBURST MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Mike Tobin, Lorri Housel and Dale Diegel and Tim Tharp, and employees Linda Burley and Phil Iverson.

Also in attendance: John McDonald and Pat Henricks 

ABSENT: none

Meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm.

Mike moved the minutes be approved as amended.  Dale seconded and the minutes were approved 4-0.

PUBLIC  COMMENTS:

John McDonald:  John had hoped to meet today with Ursula Beck, board member of the Sunburst Community Foundation.  She was not available but he was able to speak with Erin Buckley.  They are working towards getting the community garden going.  John is hoping that the Sunburst Foundation will purchase the land and donate it to the Town since leasing it from Chevron is no longer a possibility.  Chevron will then donate funds to be used in the development of the garden.

Chevron received a letter from the DEQ regarding the work done on the Swayze Line.  Loenbro repaired and replaced some of the line near the railroad tracks.  The DEQ is involved because of some contamination at the site.  Chevron will be working under DEQ’s guidance on the area.

The former Dangerfield house and church will be demolished at a later date.  There seems to be more interest in salvaging items from the buildings for repurposing.  Chevron will be trying to make these items available to people before the destruction begins.  There are no immediate plans to demolish. Deb Brandon has contacted them and requested that the church be given to the county to use as a county shop.  It would be taken apart, moved onto county land, and then rebuilt. 
  
Pat Henricks:  Pat is trying to get Chevron’s residential properties ready for summer.  He has had the water turned on at the former Ryan home and will soon have it turned on at the other properties.  They will be watering and grooming the lawns.  Dan Norris is still getting up to date on his sites so Chevron is waiting to get going full force.  In the meantime, Pat’s crew is doing regular routine work.  Gary asked if Chevron owns the property where the road goes to the lagoon from the intersection at the railroad tracks.  He asked about the possibility of having a gate installed to keep the public out, but they do not own the property.  Pat believes the property belongs to Scott Bye.  The Town wants to lock it and install a sign that says access can be gained by going to Town Hall.

Dale inquired as to when the Swayze Line was going to be replaced.  He said they were going to replace the entire line.  Pat explained that they wouldn’t be involved in that since the line has already been replaced in the area that they are working on with DEQ. 

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST POLICY: John McDonald helped write and sponsored House Bill 123, so he explained to the council what HB123 was all about and how it came to be.  HB 123 was intended to update the state’s record retention policy and provide uniformity amidst state and local governments.  It addresses both public record requests and record destruction.  It says that a gov’t must turn over public records in a “reasonable length of time.” If the time required to produce the records is excessive, it allows the gov’t to charge for labor and give a time required to produce the records.  This charge can also be required to be paid in advance. Mr. McDonald was invited to speak early in the agenda to allow him to leave when he was finished. This discussion will continue later in the meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

SEWER LIFT STATION PROJECT:  The lift station is now complete.  They only thing needing attention is the backup generator.  Phil will be working on it as time allows.

In the discussion of the new lift station, Dale brought it up that Tim Coolidge worked on the sewer by the Vet’s Club and at the time they encountered a lot of water.  Gary remembers the work and said that the water was from the old wooden main that ran through there. Dale asked if there was some way to see where water was getting into the lines around town and Gary said there was but it would be very expensive to have done.  Several options were discussed.  

COUNCIL EMAILS:  Dale and Lorri do not have their email set up yet.  Mike offered to help them get it set up.

NEW BUSINESS:

POOL & LIFEGUARDS:  The pool is almost ready to fill.  The drain in the deep end has been filled in.  New toilets are being installed. Changing tables for each dressing room have been ordered. The pool is looking really good.  The liner is a whitish color when it’s dry, but once water is put in, it is a beautiful blue.  Phil will fix the heaters once the pool is filled.   The Lion’s Club cleaned up Spark Park.  The sprinkler system is working and Phil found the leaking valve and it is being fixed.

All lifeguard applicants will be hired.  This year’s lifeguards will be Zackary Dichtel, Kodie Christian, Haylee Koon,  Destiny Dichtel, Jordan Williams, Krista Hauschulz, Chance Morgan, Cierrah Farbo and Nicole Potack.  The position of pool manager will be hired before the opening but council wanted to wait and see if any more applications were received.  

CONSIDERATION OF WRITING OFF OF 3 OLD ACCOUNTS:  Gary recommended that we write off all but two months of the delinquent accounts of Philip Randleas and Donald Olson, as well as the entire account of Mary Baker.  Mary Baker owes $7.50 and has moved out of the area. Philip Randleas was a tenant of Casey Wilson and Donald Olson was a tenant of Tom Hopkins.  These homeowners were not notified of the delinquent status of the account due to the tenants making arrangement to pay the accounts on time.  Both tenants left town without paying off the accounts.  Philip Randleas owed $598.34 and Donald Olson owed $437.39. Mr. Hopkins has since deceased and Harold Scalese is taking care of the property. Since the homeowners were not informed, Gary felt it was only fair to write off all but 2 months.  Mike moved we write off $375.70 of the Randleas account, $214.75 of the Olson account and $7.50 of the Mary Baker account.  Tim seconded and the motion passed with a 4 to 0 vote.

RESOLUTION #510 – INTENT TO RAISE LANDFILL RATES:  Shelby has once again raised their landfill rates.  The old rate was $13.50 and it has gone to $14.50.  Mike moved to accept Resolution #510, the Intent to Raise Landfill Rates.  Lorri seconded and it passed 4-0.  Notices will go out next week and the public hearing will be held at 6:45 on Tuesday, June 9, 2015.

COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH: Lorri moved to proclaim May 2015 as Community Action Month.  Mike seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS:  Anita Swenson’s water account has not been paid for one year.  Her hydrant will be locked and she will be sent a letter.  We will offer to let her pay for 6 months of the year.  Other delinquent accounts will receive door hangers and owners will get a delinquent notice on the 15th. 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  Lorri asked if the camper had been removed from the area by the lagoon.  Phil said it was still there. No letter has yet been sent.   Phil asked Tom Seymour to take it out of there.  A letter will be sent requesting that Tom remove it and explaining that if it is not removed it will be towed away and billed to Tom.  The problem of people dumping out by the lagoons is ongoing.  There is more and more junk out there every week.  Linda has asked people not to dump there via the online newsletter.  We will be installing a gate at the road, just after it turns east, near the tracks.  It will be locked and access will be only available by coming to Town Hall or by talking to Phil.  This should cut down the debris left there. 

Mike visited with someone involved in solving the problem of blowing alkali at the slew.  She had information on a product that will help the lagoons.  Mike will get more info on the product to give to Phil.

EMPLOYEE  REPORTS:  Linda reported that she learned a lot at MMCTFOA Institute.  
Phil reported that everything is going well.  

VENDOR REPORTS: Claims list and payroll were reviewed.  Mike moved to approve the vendor list for May 2015, Claims 2068-2085 and 2087-2090, Warrants 9783-9798 with 9799 being voided.  Lorri seconded and it passed 4-0.  

Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Iverson.

The next regular meeting will be held on June 9, 2015 at 7:00 pm.		

 						                          _______________________________________________Gary Iverson, Mayor

Attest:
___________________________________________
Linda Burley, Clerk

