


TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 11, 2015
CITY HALL, SUNBURST MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Mike Tobin, Lorri Housel and Tim Tharp, and employees Linda Burley and Phil Iverson and City Attorney Bill Hunt.

Also in attendance: John McDonald , Shane Berthelote

ABSENT: Dale Diegel

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm.

Mike moved the minutes be approved as amended.  Lorri seconded and the minutes were approved 3-0.

PUBLIC  COMMENTS:

John McDonald:  John had been in town most of the day taking photos for Chevron.  He will see that Chevron gets their properties groomed promptly.  He also went to the former Kerfoot property.  Phil had found water from the property flowing into a near tank berm and John had checked it out.  Pat Henricks told John that they were pooling the water there in order to study the wildlife on the property.  They have trail cameras set up to record any wildlife that is drinking there.  They are watering the trees on the property to keep them alive.  

The drinking water sampling is now done.  They sampled 23 properties, 11 in town and 12 on the Swayze line.  Samples have been submitted and results will be sent out by the DEQ.  The results should be done a couple weeks.  They are testing for benzene and 6 or 7 other chenicals.

Twelve new monitoring wells have been installed in anticipation of DEQ’s feasibility study.  These are south of Nancy Linnell’s house.  Chevron also installed 4 to 5 new Private Property signs on their property.  They are trying to discourage the public from coming onto the property.

Chevron will be grooming their properties soon.

Shane Berthelote:  Shane addressed the council with concerns about the Street SID.  He asked where them money goes and what it can be spent on.  He asked if it was spent on anything else and when the SID will end.  It was explained that the funds go into a special fund that cannot be spent on anything but streets.  The amount we collect annually is spent on the loan payment.  Gary explained that the SID paid for all the valley gutters around town, as well as some prep work and the town-wide chip seal.  He explained that a 3rd SID would make it possible to put another chip seal on the streets, really improving them, as well as possibly putting hot asphalt  on several blocks of some of the busiest streets.  Shane called the council’s attention to the holes 4th Avenue, as well as in 6th Avenue just east of Leichliter’s home. There was a culvert put in the street when Chevron replaced the Leichliter’s garage and pea gravel was spread.  There is now a hole there that is making it nearly impassable.  John is going to talk to Pat and see if they need to do some work on the street.

OLD BUSINESS:

Bill Hunt:  We will need to make a joint resolution with the county commissioners in order to form a pool maintenance district.  The mosquito control levy could be done with a resolution or referendum. Council would rather put it to a vote.  That way residents can either pay for the extra protection or be responsible for the lack of mosquito control.

Bill contacted Allen Underdal and we will proceed with the mosquito district additional levy.  The first thing we need to do is recommend a mosquito board since there hasn’t been an active board in many years.  Mike moved that He, Tim, Gary, Lorri and Dave Ryan be on the mosquito board.  Lorri seconded and it passed unanimously.  Once the County Commissioners approve the board, then the board will request additional funds by special election.  Bill will work on the ballot language and the request.

REMODEL ESTIMATES:  We have not received estimates from Garrett Hovland yet.  We will try to get a few more estimates for windows also and discuss at the next meeting.

BUDGET:  Budget will prepared and we will have a public meeting before next month’s regular meeting.  We will need to increase water rates and will pass the Resolution of Intent at the September meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  Lorri asked if the dump site by the lagoon has been cleaned up.  Phil reported that every time Scott brings the garbage truck back from dumping in Shelby they go out there and put some more of the trash into the truck. The gate is now installed but is not yet locked.  Phil is waiting to get together with Rick Schock to lock it so they both have access.  

Tim asked what the intentions were for the rural water tank, now that is not working properly since it froze up last winter.  Gary explained that we put that tank there for 3 reasons: 1) for future windfarm growth, 2) for oilfield use and 3) in preparation for the windfarm battery that was being planned.  The cost of repairs made necessary when it froze could easily run $10,000.  It can be filled with non-potable water for fire protection.  Tim suggested just putting 10-15,000 gallons in it for right now.  Council directed Phil to do so.

EMPLOYEE  REPORTS:  

VENDOR REPORTS: Claims list and payroll were reviewed.  Mike moved to approve the vendor list for August 2015, Claims 2193-2210, Warrants 9873-9891 and electronic warrants -99642. Lorri seconded and it passed 3-0.  

Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Iverson.

There will be a 2015-16 budget Public Hearign on September 8th, 2015,  at 6:30 pm. The next regular meeting will be held on September 8th, 2015 at 7:00 pm.		

 						                          _______________________________________________Gary Iverson, Mayor

Attest:
___________________________________________
Linda Burley, Clerk




