TOWN COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 17, 2014
CITY HALL, SUNBURST MT  59482

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Gary Iverson, Councilpersons Tim Tharp, Mike Tobin, Lorri Housel and Dale Diegel, employees Linda Burley and Ray Patton.

Also in attendance: Ursula Beck, John McDonald 

ABSENT: none

Meeting was called to order at 8:06 pm.

Mike moved the minutes be approved as amended.  Lorri seconded and the minutes were approved 4-0.

PUBLIC  COMMENTS:

Ursula Beck:  The Community Foundation has a new website.  It’s spin-off on facebook is Sunburst Neighborhood Buzz. She encouraged the Town to post entries on the facebook page.  The next project for the Foundation will be to install some benches along the walking path.  They are hoping that businesses and clubs will donate a bench or make an interesting bench for the trial.

Sid Aschim: Sid asked what the current water situation is.  Gary explained about the soft water well pump quitting and the freeze up at the hard water well.  The soft water pump has now been installed. He also asked if Anadarko was still hauling tank water to their rig and was informed that they are finished hauling water for now.

Lynn Kimmet:  Lynn asked why our rates are higher than Conrad’s and Shelby’s. He also complained that the commercial garbage is not always picked up twice a week.  Gary explained why at times the garbage doesn’t get emptied on time.

Dan Nau:  Dan told the council that he was never informed of what he could or could not put in his dumpster.  He has never seen an ordinance or newsletter giving this information.  He was also concerned that his letter to the council was on the agenda for the last meeting and he was not informed that it would be discussed.  He was told where the agendas are posted.  

John McDonald:  Pat Henricks will be in Sunburst tomorrow with Mark Stella.  They will have an access agreement for Gary to look at.  There is still no placement for Chris Cote at the DEQ. 

OLD BUSINESS:

RESOLUTION #509:  ISSUANCE OF REVENUE BOND TO FUND THE LIFT STATION PROJECT.  Mike moved that we pass resolution #509 and Tim seconded the motion.  Discussion followed and it was passed 4-0.

TELEMETRY GRANT:  The Town is working on repairing the hard water well (#17) after the freeze-up.  When the heater quit and the pipes froze there were several pieces that broke. Ray has ordered the parts and will install them as soon as they arrive.  Ted Kronebusch indicated to Gary that he would be footing the expense of the installation after he wired the motor wrong and it burned itself out.  Ray explained how the freeze-up occurred.  The breakers at #17 well house tripped, causing the heaters to quit. Even the GFIs won’t work. They won’t stay on, but instead keep tripping.  The rural tank also has some broken pipes.  Brad Koon joined the meeting via phone.  He reported that Liberty Electric will be hooking up the telemetry so he will ask for their suggestions or opinions on the electrical problems we are experiencing at the water wells. In-Control is waiting for parts but will have the project completed before the end of the year.

SEWER LIFT STATION PROJECT:  Brad reported that Lakeside Excavation was planning to bypass the lift station at the end of the project and not before.  Now they will have to rent the pumps for up to an extra 2 months, plus they will be charging for a trip to Helena to get the pumps early. Tyler estimated the cost would be between $5,000 and $10,000.  Brad asked him to keep it as close to $5,000 as possible.  Tyler is getting the costs together now.
We will be having the pre-construction meeting later this week, probably Thursday.

RESOLUTION #508 – RESOLUTION TO INCUR A GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT: Mike moved the council pass Resolution $508 which had been carried over from the last meeting. Tim seconded the motion and the vote was called.  Dale and Lorri voted NAY and Mike and Tim voted YEA.  Gary broke the tie by voting FOR the resolution.

POOL NAME: It was decided to table the discussion until next meeting since we have a very full agenda tonight.

NEW BUSINESS:

WEED SPRAYER:  Council previously agreed to pay for ½ of a weed sprayer purchased by the Baseball Association in return for the spraying of weeds.  After being told of the council’s decision, Randy Richmond refused payment.  He would rather spray the weeds for the Town and in return be able to use the Town’s mower on the baseball fields.   Council felt that would be acceptable since the baseball fields are Town property. A letter will be sent to Randy to let him know of the council’s decision.

EMPLOYEE RAISE:  Ray had asked the council for a $2.00 per hour raise due to his taking on the responsibilities of interim supervisor.  Council gave him $1.00 last month and tabled further discussion until this meeting. Lorri asked Ray if he had worked on getting his CDL.  Ray told her he had not had a chance as of yet.  Lorri made the suggestion to give Ray the extra $1.00 when he gets his CDL.  Ray feels it’s not worth it to be on call every day, with no help, for $15.00 an hour.  A suggestion was made to table discussion of the raise until Ray decided if he wants to apply for the supervisor position.  Tim moved we pay $17.00 while he acts as interim supervisor.  If he is not hired for the position, then when the position is filled he will return to his $15.00 an hour pay.  Mike seconded the motion.  Vote was called and it passed unanimously. 

DRUG TESTING CONTRACT RENEWAL: It is time again to renew our drug testing contract.  Discussion involved what other companies pay and Mike moved we renew our contract with William Hanley.  Dale seconded and it carried unanimously.  

RESOLUTION #510 – RESUOLUTION TO BORROW COAL SEVERANCE TAX FUNDS: Mike moved we pass Resolution #510 and Lorri seconded.  Discussion followed the motion carried 4-0.

AUDITOR:  Council reviewed the proposal from Tom Hayes, an accountant with Strom & Associates.  Mike moved we use them for our annual audit for the next 3 years.  Lorri seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.

GARBAGE TRUCK PURCHASE:  Council discussed purchasing Shelby’s old garbage truck.  We have paid to use it, as well as repair it, over the past few years.  Council decided to pass on the purchase as our truck is working and we do not have the funds at this time.

TOWN SUPERVISOR VACANCY:  Council tabled the review of applications until next month. This will give Ray an opportunity to submit an application.

USE OF WATER/WASTEWATER/MOSQUITO LICENSE:  Dan Kolve has agreed to remain our water and wastewater operator and let us spray under his mosquito license.  To compensate him for this, Mike moved we pay him $100 per month, retro-active to October 1, 2014, as well as pay for his training at the rate of $17 per hour.  Tim seconded and it passed 4-0.  

MEMORANDUM WITH NATURENER: NaturEner asked the Town to sign a memorandum of crossing/encroachment agreement.  The Town has already agreed to the encroachment but it was not filed.  This memorandum would just be a filed copy of the easement.  Council saw no reason not to sign the memorandum to have filed.

ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  none
Vendor reports were reviewed.
Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned by Mayor Iverson.
The next regular meeting will be held on December 9, 2014 at 8:00 pm.		

 						                          _______________________________________________Gary Iverson, Mayor
Attest:
___________________________________________
Linda Burley, Clerk

